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The White House visit: Autism Awareness Month 

 

April 2011:  Only 100 parents and 

professionals from across the coun-

try were invited to an exclusive  

private event at the White House in 

honor of Autism Awareness Month.  

President and First Lady Obama 

made it a priority to gather together 

Senior Policy making staff from the 

Departments of Education, Public 

Health and Welfare, Civil Rights and 

Senior Advisors to the President 

together with recognized autism 

leaders from across the country.  

PAAL Executive Director, Gloria Sa-

triale, was among those invitees.  

This policy -making summit addressed 

such critical core crisis areas as 

transitioning adult services employ-

ment, community -based services as 

well as instruction and public health 

All of the invitees were honored with 

a special recognition of their signifi-

cant contributions to the field of au-

tism.  In addition, by order of Presiden-

tial Proclamation, April 2nd of each year 

will be recognized as World Autism 

Awareness Day. 

Get a glimpse of this tremendous his-

torical event, copy and paste the links 

below into your browser:  

Presidential Proclamation:  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the -press-

office/2011/04/01/presidential -

proclamation -world -autism-awareness-

day 

Autism Awareness 2011 Conference:  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/photos -and-

video/ video/2011/04/25/autism -

 

PAAL Partner Spotlight 

Riffy sorting shirts during his shift at  
Evergreen Dry Cleaners 

This edition of PAAL Pages recognizes and honors new com-

munity partner Evergreen Dry Cleaners.  Owned and operated 

by Sophie Pae, Evergreen recently opened their doors for job 

training opportunities to PAAL students.  

PAAL staff was amazed by the variety and complexity of vo-

cational tasks available at a dry cleaning industry.  Heartfelt 

thanks to Sophie, her staff and customers for this new world 

of opportunity to our students.  Hats off to our students  

Brett and Riffy, Pennsylvania and New York’s dry cleaning 

entrepreneurs!  



After two years of experience, ACE (Adult Competencies 
and Employment) has opened admissions to its adult pro-
gram and is currently expanding adult services as well as  

announcing the addition of residential and respite services. 
With the purchase of our new residential property in Down-
ingtown, ACE has the ability to accept more students and 
will open itõs first residential program in June with the expec-

tation of adding two additional residences over the  
next two years. 

Community Immersion Program 

PAALõs Community Immersion Program continues this year.  Students have enjoyed Community Immersion opportuni-

ties of the past such as overnight trips to Great Wolf Lodge and again this summer, Ocean City Maryland.  Last year, as in 

this year, Community Immersion opportunities include and will integrate typically developing peers into these experienc-

es.  This yearõs beach opportunity will expand from only a couple of days to a full week.  Our most exciting overnight 

Community Immersion opportunity comes with this yearõs addition of a trip to the exciting Extreme Sports camp in As-

pen, Colorado.  Prior to their flight, students will receive specialized training at the Philadelphia airport and then depart 

along with PAAL staff on their adventure and participation in extreme sports.  If you have never seen this camp, copy and 

paste the link below into your browser to see a clip featured on ABC News: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrzEu2vFyH0 .   

Other exciting Community Immersion activities this year include attendance at Broadway plays and rock concerts such as 

Bruce Springsteen, Lady Gaga, Bon Jovi and more. 

 

ACE: Announces expansion of Adult Services program 

Save the dateé 
 
¶ May 27-31, 2011 - PAAL  

        speaks at the Association 

for 
        Behavior Analysis,  

        Denver, CO 

¶ June 28, 2011 - Extended School Year  begins 

¶ July 1-13, 2011 - Beach Trips 

¶ August 8-13, 2011 - Extreme Sports Camp, Denver, CO 

¶ August 19, 2011 - Extended School Year ends 

¶ August 30, 2011 - Regular School Year begins 

“Life is not about waiting for the storm to 
pass, it is about learning to find  

joy in the rainó 


